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Introduction 


Banana, as known to everyone is a gigantic herb, a fruit crop, is cultivated worldwide, India stands one among the 
largest for cultivation of Banana. 


In India Banana as a fruit and Banana leaf as a bio degradable plates are used heavily, but its stem is thrown out 
after extracting the leaf & fruit in major part of the country. Few villages like Anegundi have resources to extract 
fibers out of banana stem, which reduces the wastage of natural resource and minimizes agricultural garbage. It 
also gives out an additional income per acre for farmers. 


Banana fibers are Eco-friendly, odor free, grease proof, water, fire & heat resistant and are one hundred percent 
bio degradable, it has a good tensile strength and can be spun like a thick rope to thin thread, many a times it is 
also blended with other fibers like cotton, which is highly durable & wearable fabric. 


Anegundi, is a village in Gangavathi taluk, Koppal district, Karnataka. It is older than Hampi situated on the 
northern bank of Tungabhadra River, anegundi has a lot of mythological and historical links to it, it is believed to 
be the birth place of monkey god, Hanuman & it was also the first capital of Vijayanagara Empire & several other 
dynasties which came into existence after Vijayanagara Empire. There are still ruins and temples of Vijayanagara 
Empire located across different corners of anegundi. People of anegundi are multicultural and have taken the in- 
itiative, along with other non-profit bodies to rejuvenate the village of its culture and rich historical background, 
and make it a tourist friendly village. 


The innovation in banana craft in anegundi had started in recent years, since then it has never stopped, it pro- 
vides much necessary employment to local villagers, people, especially women’s, regardless of cast have been 
working with the help of non-profit bodies in producing products like, hat, basket, purse, bags, made of banana 
fiber, many women’s are profited due to it and it also adds an extra source of income for local banana plantation 
farmers, as the raw material, banana stem, which would usually be thrown away is purchased from these farmers. 
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Artisan checking for flaws and imperfections. 


Artisan knitting a fabric, which later on used to make a 
complete product. 
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Highlighting the border with esioral cotton threads. 


Commonly used laundry basket in Banana fiber. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


The following are the tools and raw materials required for the banana fiber craft: 
* Textured Rubber Mat: Used to rub together fiber strands to make a single rope. 
* Knitting Needles: Used in knitting ropes in various pattern to make a product. 

¢ Banana Fiber Ropes of Various Thickness: Used as a raw product. 

* Scissor: To cut extra ropes, and worn out fiber strands. 

¢ Measuring Tape: To constantly measure the product, for exact proportion. 

* Cardboard Template: To take design reference. 

¢ Polyester Rope of Varying Color: To infuse it in knitting, creating outlines etc. 

¢ Steel Wire: To make a support skeleton for larger products. 


¢ Jar of Water: To continuously water the fiber while weaving. 


Knitting needle used to knit banana fiber ropes. 
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Raw, dried fiber stems for further processing. 


Banana fiber rope of lighter color, to bring out 
gradient in product. 


Thicker banana fiber rope for much larger products. 
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Steel wire, to knit on it, such that it supports the 
structure of the product. 


sharp edges would settle down and should not harm 
the user. 
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Fiber wrapped on a steel wire, to hide it in few products. 


Jar of water with fiber strands soaked to go for further 
processing. 
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Colorful cotton threads for highlighting the product borders. 
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A cardboard template used as a reference to make 
parts of the product. 


Measuring tape, to constantly measure the product for 
accuracy. 
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Scissors of different kinds, used for cutting extra ropes and finishing. 
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Banana Fiber Cap Making 
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Rope Making 


Making process of banana fiber varies from product to product, generally knitting is used (similar to that of 
woolen knitting) to weave uniformly and form a shape to complete the product. Making process involves various 
steps like extraction of stem, drying, extraction of individual strands, making ropes of varying sizes & finally weav- 
ing according to required patterns. 


The thrown away stem of banana plant, after extracting the fruit & leafs are dried in sun, naturally, after which it 
becomes golden yellow or brown, after the drying is completed, it is peeled in two separate pieces, the one with 
less thickness is thrown away, as it does not have required strength to make rope strands. The thicker piece goes 
into further processing of peeling away thin strands, as this is done it is soaked in water to soften it, so that it can 
be handled with hands and would not leave any scratches on it. It is then taken 2 to 3 or more (depending on the 
thickness of rope) at a time and is rubbed with bare hands ona textured rubber mat, such that it forms a single 
durable fiber which can be used for weaving. 


Knitting etc. while rubbing the fibers to a rubber mat, it twists to each other and forms a tighter bond ropes of 
different sizes are made from finest for small products to thicker for much larger product. there are numerous 
products made out from these banana fiber ropes, which varies in style, size, fashion & requirements. Variety in 
products require various making process, each product is knitted in different design pattern and through various 
knitting process. 
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Maa i aA Stays 4 = | a... \& 
Artisan peeling away stem, to separate waste and Artisan then chooses strands to merge together to 
usable fiber. make a single rope. 
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Further it is peeled into small strands from a wide stem. 
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It is then merged together again to make acontinues = Worn out fiber strands are cut to make it look even and 
seamless length of rope. finished. 
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Banana fiber hat is also done in same method of knitting, in this, knitting is done over the fiber rope itself, refer- 


Making Variety Products trom Banana Fiber ence of a hat is taken to measure the size and refer the design. The front part, which gives shade is completed 


by ; ; first, and is measured by keeping it on a drawn outline which is a curved path, after which headband and top 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and portion is started which ends with adjustable strap at backside of the cap. It is also measured constantly while 
Manmi Dutta knitting, to maintain the form and size required. The fiber is also continuously watered while knitting, so that it 
NID Campus, Bengaluru can be handled well. It is then lightly beaten with stone in interior section to flatten out any sharp edges to make 


it skin friendly and wearable. 
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® Knitting process taking place with the help of knitting 
» needle. 
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Rope, which was made earlier, is soaked in water, for The process is same as that of woolen knitting, used to 
easy bending and flexibility. make woolen products. 
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Artisan knits in a circular manner,to make upthetop __ It is constantly measured for precision dimensions o 


of the hat. the products. 
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Artisan then knits the sides of the hat (which grips to 
the head), of particular width, going in a loop. 


A finished circular top of the hat. 
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The loop is then joined to the circular top. It is given a highlighting stitch with colorful threads 
onto the joining. 


2 ae 
Artisan then make peak of the hat, which gives out Artisan constantly measures the peak during the 
shade to the eye in sunny days. making process, with the help of a template. 
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All the ends are tied tightly, to ensure un-knitting It is then given finishing by cutting all the worn out 
during its wear and tear. fiber strands. 
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wire, which is covered with banana fiber strands (which are extracted before making it into a rope) so that the 


Miata alte EHC thom BanaWelnWer steel wire is not visible. Steel wire provides necessary strength for larger product and necessary skeleton. Knit- 


by ; ; ting is used as a process in this product, after the circular base is done according to required size, cylindrical walls 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and are started by lifting the wire upwards and weaving is continued onto it. It is continuously aligned and measured 
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Banana fiber strands are wrapped onto a steel wire. 
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and knitting is done accordingly. 
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It is then sprinkled with water, such that the fiber 
loosens up, and a final shaping can be done to finish the 
product. 
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Banana fiber coasters of different sizes. 
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Banana fiber basket. Banana fiber tray set of three. 
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Baran fiber laundry basket. 
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Banana fiber vase. 


Banana fiber storage pouches with colorful lining, used 
by ladies. 
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Banana fiber pouch for multi use storage. 


Banana fiber large storage basket. 
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Banana fiber pencil pouch. 


Banana fiber pouch used by ladies, to keep currency. 
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Banana fiber pouch with colorful lining, and a view showing it in its use. 
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Banana fiber ieundey basket with multi angle views. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. 
and Manmi Dutta at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhuduttal[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


